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Message from the Principal 
     Students and staff at Port Malabar Elementary 

are moving from “Busy, Busy, Busy October” to 

“Super Busy November!” and on to “Racing for 

Winter Break!”  Our calendar is jam packed with 

exciting activities and events, with Thanksgiving 

break beginning Wednesday, November 21st 

through Friday, November 23th. Each year our 

school has a food drive and we are so appreciative 

of the generosity of all our students, parents and 

staff. 

    Fall festivities include Title I’s Math and 

Science Night November 8th.  Students look 

forward to this event each year and this year our 

Title I staff and teachers have prepared outstanding 

activities.  Don’t miss it!   

     This year we are stressing the importance of 

making attendance a priority.  Is your child an 

Attendance H.E.R.O.?  Are they Here Every day, 

Ready and On time? Why not make it a family goal 

to make the most of valuable instruction time, 

which impacts your child’s learning and academic 

progress, by being an Attendance H.E.R.O.!   

    However, as we move into cold and flu season, 

it is important to remember that if your child has a 

fever of 100.4 degrees or higher, is vomiting, or 

has a severe sore throat, please keep them home 

until they get better.  NASN guidelines for keeping 

a sick child home have been posted on our website 

and on Peachjar. 

     Enjoy this special time at Thanksgiving with 

family and friends and return to school ready to 

wrap up a successful first semester.  

Cindy D. Whalin, Principal 

  
 
 

 
 

 

What’s Cookin’ in the Pelican Café? 
     The Pelican Café will serve a Thanksgiving feast November 15th.  
Why not get an early start enjoying the holiday by sharing a 
Thanksgiving lunch with your child?   Adult price for lunch is only 
$3.10 which includes a drink and dessert.   
      As always, thank you for your support! 
 
 
 
 
 
           

 

Dates to Remember 
PME’s Annual Thanksgiving Food Drive 

Donations accepted November 5th-November 16th 

Holiday Book Fair November 7th – November 16th  

Title I’s Math & Science Night 

Thursday, November 8th 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

Veteran’s Day   Monday, November 12th NO SCHOOL 

Picture Retakes & Make-ups  

Wednesday, November 14th  

S.A.C. Meeting Tuesday, November 20th 3:00 pm Media 

Center 

Thanksgiving Break Wednesday, November 21st  thru Friday 

November 23rd 

PTO Meeting 

Monday, November 26th 3:00 pm in the Media Center 

Interim Reports Go Home 

November 27th  

Holiday Sing-a-Long  Friday, November 30th 

8:15-8:45 a.m. & 9:00-9:30 a.m. Commons Area 

PTO’s Holiday Shop Monday, December 3rd-Friday 

December 7th 

Chorus & Strings Holiday Concert   

December 10th 5:30-7:15 p.m.      

Early Dismissal December 19th-21st 

Winter Break   School closed for all Monday, December 24th-

Friday, January 4, 2019   Student / teacher holiday continues 
January 7 – 9, 2019.  Students return January 10, 2019 

Office Reopens January 7, - January 9, 2019 

7:30 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Teachers & Students Return, Second Semester Begins  

Thursday, January 10, 2019 
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 Counselor’s Corner 
with Heather Haman, Certified School Counselor 

What is Bullying?  Bullying is an aggressive 
behavior that must include: 

 An imbalance of power such as physical strength, 
access to embarrassing information, or 
popularity. This power is used to harm others. 

 Repetition: Bullying behaviors happen more than 
once or twice. 

 Deliberate: Bullying behavior is on purpose. 

How can you help? 
 Help your kids understand what bullying is. 

 Keep communication open, check in with your 
child. 

 Model how to treat others with kindness and 
respect. 

 If you believe there is bullying REPORT IT! 

Character Trait of the Month:  Fairness 
Fairness can be a hard lesson for all to learn because 
fairness is not everyone getting the same, but rather 
everyone getting what they need when they need it.  During 
this month students will work on trying to understand this 
concept.  One way I use to show them is to assign students 
an “ailment” and then role play as the “doctor”.   The only 
thing I have is Band-Aids.  I call each student up and no 
matter their ailment (broken leg, headache, bee sting, cut, 
etc.) they are all given Band-Aids.  It is a fun way to teach 
and let students see that fair is not always the 
same.  Please help by talking to your child about the 
concept of fairness and what it looks like in everyday life.  

 

  

 

 

Employee Spotlight 
Two Port Malabar Elementary Favorites Chosen 
Teacher of the Year and Employee of the Year! 

Shaniece Caesar, a varying exceptionality teacher for over 10 
years, is Port Malabar Elementary’s nominee for Brevard Teacher of 
the Year 2018-2019.  Mrs. Caesar is an accomplished teacher who cares 
deeply about her students and is committed to ensuring their success.   
She has strived to provide educational opportunities and interventions 
that develop and motivate our students in their overall performance 
throughout the curriculum.  There has been a significant increase in 
student engagement and enhanced progress under her modeling and 
facilitating techniques and strategies.  She has made a world of 
difference in our exceptional education program.   Born and raised in 
Palm Bay, Mrs. Caesar attended Port Malabar Elementary School for all 
her K-6 school years.  “It is such a blessing to work at Port Malabar 
Elementary, the same school I attended as a child,” says Mrs. Caesar. 
“My parents always loved this school’s atmosphere and nurturing staff. 
As a teacher, now I can honestly say nothing has changed.”  When 
asked what she likes most about her job, Mrs. Caesar stated that it is 
definitely the work environment. “We are each other’s family. When 
we need to cry, we can cry on each other’s shoulders, if we need to 
laugh someone is always there for us. That is one thing that truly makes 
our school successful. This positive environment reflects in our 
performance at work which in turn benefits the students we teach.”   

Amanda Ramby, instructional assistant, is Port Malabar 
Elementary School’s nominee for Brevard’s School-Related Employee 
of the Year 2018-2019.  An instructional assistant at Port Malabar 
Elementary since 2015, Mrs. Ramby tells us that she instantly fell in 
love with both children and families.  “I feel I may have believed in 
them before they believed in themselves,” she says.  Mrs. Ramby is 
committed to helping all the students she works with achieve their 
fullest potential by providing them with the inspiration they need, not 
only academically, but by building personal relationships with each one 
of them.  Her dedication and skill have caught the eye of both teachers 
and administration.  “We see in her great potential to become an 
exceptional teacher and with our encouragement she has nearly 
achieved her goal and life-long dream of becoming a teacher,” says 
Cindy Whalin, principal.  “She hopes to earn her degree and 
certifications as early as next spring, once again demonstrating her 
ability to work hard and see things through.” 
      Both Mrs. Caesar and Mrs. Ramby will be honored at a gala to 
be held when Brevard’s Teacher of the Year and Employee of the Year 
will be announced.  Good luck Shaniece and Amanda! 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Safety Corner:  Tips for Bikers 

 Always wear a helmet that is fitted and secured 
properly (required by law if less than 16 years old). 

 Come to a complete stop at intersections 

 Ride in a straight line 

 Look over your shoulders for oncoming traffic 

 Use hand signals when turning 

 Watch for opening car doors and other hazards 

 

 
 

Media Message with Mrs. Richardson  

& Mrs. Lorenz   

November is a festive month in the Media Center!  
Our intermediate students have been busy reading 
and quizzing on our Sunshine State books - the 
bulletin board is already loaded with suns with their 
names on them! Primary classes have read a variety 
of books about fall and pumpkins and are doing 
writing/art extension activities.  Our Holiday Book 
Fair runs from November 7th to November 16th.  We 
hope you come join us on Title One Math Night!   

 
 

Volunteers Wanted! 
Help is needed to run our PTO Annual Holiday Shop 
which will be open during school hours December 3-
December 7th.  Volunteers are needed to help 
students shop, run registers, and restock 
merchandise. Please contact Kelly Redmond at      

redmond.kelly@brevardschools.org 
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